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9953 South Beach Drive
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110

January 1z, 2002

Attcrney General John Ashcroft
U.S. Department cf Justice
Washington, D.C. 20530-0001

Dear Attorrey General Ashcrorft:

From the start <f the U.S. vs. Microscfr lawsuirn,
three long years ago, I have been confusad as ro why our
federal goverrment would choose to pursue and punish one of
the most beneficial cempanies in America today. Microsoft
has done more for the world »f computing than any other
3ingle entity ir the world. Without their products, the
enormous marxetplace Zor 1T products that exists today
WoUuld simply not be arcund -~ not at all

Ircluded in the propcocsed settlement are many points
that are punitive towards Microsoft. One point requires
Microegoft to open its preprietary software interfaces to
cther software manufacturers. This is an amaz ing affront
to Microscft and its lifetime investment in its own
procuct, and a first in an antitrust lawsuit. TYer
Microsefit is willing to rencunce this and many others of
its fair business practices to see an end to this
nforturnarte lawsuit.

Fer the millionsg of Microscft stockholder and
coensumers of Microsoft products, an end to the suit canrot
come socn enough. for many, the government's prelonging
the suit has already hurt financially. In the end, I
wender who will benefit from all of this wrangling. The
Department of Justice owes all involved parties an end tc
this suit. Thank you.
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Sincerely,
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Zerol Shade
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